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ENERGY ECONOMICS MEX ICO 


BRIEFS 


ZACATECAS: NEW PEMEX WELL--San Luis Potosi, S.L.P., 11 Mar--Today PEMEX 
began drilling an oil well on the Banderillas, Zac. ejido, according to a 
report by Eugenio Ordaz Ortiz, secretary general of section III of the 
Mexican Oil Workers Union. He added that PEMEX increased its exploration 
rigs to nine in this area and in Zacatecas, so as to increase oil produc- 
tion before the end of the year. He indicated that exploration was con- 
tinuing in the state, and specifically in Valles, Lagunilla and Ebano, and 
he assured that 25,000 barrels of oil a day would be produced in Ebano. 
[Excerpts] (Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 12 Mar 83 p 6-D/ 9805 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CHILEAN ENVOY'S STATEMENTS ON SEA OUTLET REFUTED 
PY280204 La Paz Radio Fides in Spanish 2336 GMT 26 Apr 83 


[Text] This afternoon the Bolivian Foreign Ministry issued a note con- 
taining Fernando Salazar Paredes’ reply to the Chilean ambassador in Lima. 


In his statement the Bolivian ambassador to the United Nations calls the 
Chilean ambassador's declarations as arrogant, aggressive and clashing 
with the calmness of Bolivian President Hernan Siles Suazo's statements. 


Salazar Paredes states that Bolivia will never stop claiming its inalien- 
able right to recover a worthy and sovereign outlet to the Pacific Ocean 
at all possible forums, since it has already received the support of more 
than two-thirds of the world, as has been demonstrated at the recent 
nonaligned movement meeting where all the member-countries, including the 
Peruvian Government, supported and voiced their solidarity to our case. 


Now then, the ambassador states, we Bolivians believe that sooner or later, 
justice will be done for Bolivia in the same way as the Chilean people 
will sooner or later have a legitimate and democratic government and then 
we will not have to listen to statements such as those made by the 
ambassador [words indistinct] must not forget that when President Siles 
Suazo makes a statement he does so on behalf of the Bolivian people. We 
are also sure that when a legitimate representative of the Chilean 

people addresses us his statements regarding the (?unjust) and temporary 
Bolivian landlocked situation will be quite different. 


CSO: 3348/341 











COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


INFORMATION MEETING BACKED--St Johns, Antigua, April 30, CANA--Minister 

of information, Ernest Williams, has announced here that Antigua and Barbuda 
has lent support to a proposal by three other Caribbean Community (Caricom) 
states--Montserrat, St Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago--to designate the 
Meeting of Information Ministers as an institution of the community. He 

said that following the second meeting of ministers held last week in Guyana, 
Prime Minister Vere Bird has written to Caricom secretary-general, 

Dr Kurleigh King, indicating that his government supports the institutionali- 
sation of the Conference of Information Ministers. Mr Williams, who repre- 
sented Antigua and Barbuda at the meeting, said that in keeping with a 
conference decision, the local media will shortly launch a programme of 
education about the nature, structure, and activities of the apartheid system 
in South Africa. He said he already had consultations with the management 

of local radio and television stations and with the editor of the government- 
produced newspaper--the NATION'S VOICE--and agreement had been reached to 
start and maintain an educational programme about apartheid to sensitise the 
population about its horrors and dangers. [Text] [FL301415 Bridgetown CANA 


in English 1338 GMT 30 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3298/1251 














COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


COMMUNIST PARTY STAGES RALLY, PROCLAIMS SLATE 





PY240147 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 2210 GMT 22 Apr 83 


[Excerpts] Buenos Aires, 22 Apr (NA)--The Argentine Communist Party (PCA) 
proclaimed its presidential slate tonight and launched its electoral 
platform at a rally staged at Parque Rivadavia in this capital which was 
attended by between 30,000 and 35,000 persons. 


Presidential candidate Rubens Iscaro warned that "the door to democracy is 
only ajar” and proposed "a proportional representation System without any 


type of ceilings.” 


Iscaro and vice presidential candidate Irene Rodriguez sat in the stand 
together with members of the PCS Central Committee. In addition to the 
candidates, student leader Pablo Perelmuter also spoke at the rally. 


The PCA rally began shortly after 2030, nearly 1 1/2 hours later than 
scheduled and the federal police estimated that 12,000 people attended. 


Shortly after 1900 [as received] there were already approximately 25,000 
peole and delegations continued to arrive from the federal capital and the 


provinces. 


The rally was broadcast by the government-owned television station, ATC, 
Channel 7. 


"The country and democracy require that we have a popular unity government 
and a congress with a large communist representation," Iscaro said in his 


speech. 


The PCS leader said "The time has come for the decree calling for elections 
on 30 October to be issued," and noted that "the door to democracy is only 
ajar" and that only’ through a united struggle will we put an end to the 
policy followed by those antipatriotic officials who have brought so much 
pain and dishonor upon the country." 


Iscaro then charged that "attempts are being made both from outside and 
inside the country to prevent the democratization process from cul minating 


successfully.” 




















In his speech, Iscaro proposed "a proportional representation system without 
any type of ceilings” and noted that "socialism means the great change, that 
is, for the poor people it will be like touching the sky with their hands." 


After giving specific data on the impact the capitalist crisis has had on 

the world and Argentina, he said: "We are subjected to imperialism, tied 
down to obsolete structures imposed by oligarchy and multinational companies." 
"The people have already had de facto, rightwing, center-right governments 

and the workers continue to be increasingly worse off. Many ask themselves: 
Why not give a leftist government a chance? We want to know what the 
communists are capable of doing," he said. 


For her part, Irene Rodriguez said that "the proclamation of the PCA slate, 
which conveys our message and proposal to the Argentine women, is based on 
the PCA permanent struggle for the rights of women, which cannot be separated 
from the struggle for national liberation and socialism." 


In her speech she addressed “the working woman, who is the hardest hit 
because she is denied those gains achieved by the working class such as 
compliance with the laws on equal pay for equal work, on maternity and child 
protection. She is also hardest hit by the aggravation of the cost of living, 
housing, health, education and low salaries." 


She then said that "communist seats represent instruments of struggle in 
defense of the working class and the people and we have proven this as council- 
men, aS constituent delegates, provincial and national deputies." 


She added that a "common denominator of the women's struggle is the united 
action by Peronists, communists, Radical Civic Union members, Christian 
Democratic Party members, socialists, independents, whether Christians 


or not.” 


CSO: 3348/342 























COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


POLICE DISCOVER BOMB PLOT--This morning personnel of the explosives brigade 
and of the Federal Police station in Avellaneda discovered arms and explo- 
sives in a house in Villa Domenico. The house belongs to Clotilde Alfaro, 
member of the self-styled group Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, according to 
neighbors. The operation is being conducted by inspector (Juan de Lucas) 
who requested the intervention of the police forces’ explosive brigade in 
view of the threat which the materiel found represents. Inspector (de Lucas) 
pointed out that seven persons have been arrested and that the owner of the 
house was taken at 1220 to the Federal Police station in Avellaneda in order 
to continue the inquiries. [Excerpt] [PY211755 Buenos Aires Domestic 

Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 21 Apr 83] 


TERRORIST HIDEOUT, EXPLOSIVES FOUND--Salta, 21 Apr (NA)--It was reported 

in Salta today that a terrorist hideout, presumably belonging to the 
Montoneros, was discovered by police last Saturday. Various explosive 
devices were reportedly found in the hideout. The house, which is located 
at 1284 Chile Avenue in the city of Salta, belonged to Roberto Angel Turelli 
alias Atilio Bolatti. Dr Ricardo Lona, federal judge of Salta, is hearing 
the case. The terrorist hideout found last Saturday is located next door 

to a school run by the Blue Sisters of Salta [a religious order]. 

[Excerpts] [PY212133 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1510 GMT 


21 Apr 83] 


PUBLISHER'S HOME BOMBED--Buenos Aires, 21 Apr (DYN)--The police have reported 
that the home of Alberto Fontececchia, chairman of the Perfil Publishing 
House and father of the exiled editor of LA SEMANA magazine, was attacked 
this morning with incendiary bombs. There were no casualties. The attack 
was carried out early this morning, 0100 [0300 GMT], against the nouse 
located at 747 Zubiria Street, in the metropolitan neighborhood of Flores, 
where Fontevecchia lives. According to the first reports, three Molotov- 
type bombs were thrown from a car, which was carrying several people, against 
the front of the house. The bombs started a fire, however, there were no 
casualties. The police have also reported that last night at 2230 [0130 GMT] 
personnel belonging to the Explosives Brigade deactivated a bomb that had 
been enclosed in a package which was found placed against the doors of the 











Italian Society, Unione e Benebolenza. The device, which had been placed 
against the doors of the premises located at 1353 Cangallo Street, was 
deactivated after those in charge of the premises, where political, union 
and social activities are carried out, reported that they had observed a 
suspicious package. [Excerpts] [PA211425 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 

1126 GMT 21 Apr 83] 


RAILROAD FREIGHT FIGURES--Argentine Railways reports that over 5 million 
tons of freight were carried by Argentine Railways during the first 

3 months of 1983, which represents a 34-percent increase. [Text] 
[PY252354 Buenos Aires Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 25 Apr 83 PY] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


INFORMATION MINISTERS MEETING REPORTED 
FL271720 Bridgetown CANA in English 1547 GMT 27 Apr 83 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, April 27, CANA--The NATION newspaper today 
said it was disappointed by the apparent failure of Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) information ministers to discuss the freedom of the press, "or 
lack of it," in Grenada and Guyana when they met in Georgetown last Friday. 


In an editorial, the newspaper said "The communique issued at the end of 
their deliberations was, to put it mildly, very disappointing." 


It appeared that the ministers "failed to address many of the pressing issues 
which it was hopefully anticipated by the Caribbean media would have been 


uppermost on their agenda." 


The tabloid said it was difficult to understand how the ministers could make 
no pronouncement on the situation in Grenada and Guyana but find time to 

urge news media in the region to help fight against apartheid by giving the 
CARICOM population more information on the nature, structure and activities 


of the system. 


"They know that in Grenada, Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has effectively rid 
the spice island of all independent news media and continues to hold in 
prison, without trial, Leslie Pierre, editor of the Grenadian newspaper, 

THE GRENADIAN VOICE, which was summarily shut down retroactively after one 
publication,” the NATION said. "It is reported that at least one head of 

a radio station and another director of Pierre's newspaper are also being 


held without charge. 


"In Guyana, the daily press is under absolute government control, while other 
sections, including the opposition's organ and the CATHOLIC STANDARD can 
publish only spasmodically, because of government structures which make the 
availability of newsprint virtually zero." 


The papes said it could not be argued, "with any degree of authority" that 
for the ministers of information to discuss and form decisions on these 
matters would constitute interference in the internal affairs of others. 


CSO: 3298/1252 




















COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


ADAMS SAYS 'UNFRIENDLY' GOVERNMENT LEAKS IMF INFORMATION 
FLO11322 Bridgetown CANA in English 2053 GMT 30 Apr 83 


[Report by Reudon Eversley] 


[Excerpts] Bridgetown, Barbados, April 30, CANA--Barbados has voiced 

suspicion that an unfriendly Caribbean government has been leaking confi- 
dential information to the parliamentary opposition here on this island's 
current economic assistance programme with the International Monetary Fund 


(IMF). 


Prime Minister Tom Adams broached the issue in the House of Assembly last 
night while winding up debate on his government's 638.2 million dollar 
(one BDOS dollar ; 50 cents U.S.) budget for the 1983-1984 fiscal year. 
He did not name the government in question. 


The House approved the budget with the support of the 14 members on the 
government benches after opposition parliamentarian had walked out of 
the chambers shortly before Adams started his final reply. 


In closing last night's debate Prime Minister Adams rejected charges by 
the opposition spokesman on finance that Barbados was in a state of 
insolvency. Quoting from what he said was a central bank computer print 
out from Thursday, he said the island's total external assets were 

now at 210,855,000 dollars, "their highest level ever." 


Of this amount, he said 131.5 million dollars were tied up in the suspended 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Multi-lateral Clearing Facility (CMCF), and 
there were two million dollars in U.S. currency here. 


Adams also dismissed Haynes’ charge that Barbados’ public debt was ciose 

to one billion dollars. Quoring an IMF document, he said the public 

debt, public guaranteed debt, plus the debt of the Central Bank, altogether 
amounted to 252 million dollars (U.S.). 


The prime minister added: "The IMF does not anticipate that Barbados’ debt 
will reach a billion dollars until 1987 or after, by which time there 
will be a great many more developments in Barbados to show what we have done 


with the money. 




















Adams also announced that for the first time since records of inflation 
were kept here, there had been no movement in the cost of living for the 
first quarter of this year. 


"We are in this month of April 1983 in a state of negative inflation," he 
said. "For the first time in history since records have been kept in 
Barbados, an entire quarter has passed without a rise in price. The cost 
of living is less now in Barbados than it was last year." 


With the passage of the budget, Parliament went on a two-week recess. The 
next meeting is scheduled for May 17. 


CSO: 3298/1252 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


IMF, ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE--Bridgetown, Barbados, April 28 (CANA)--Barbados 
has won the plaudits of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for its 
economic performance since entering into loan agreements with the fund 
last October, Prime Minister Tom Adams has told Parliament here. His 
comments, in the 1983-1984 budget presented last night, came in a repeated 
rebuttal of opposition allegations that the Washington-based financial 
institution had been suggesting devaluation of the Barbados dollar. The 
IMF last October approved loans totaling 47.2 million dollars (U.S.) for 
Barbados, including a conditional 33.8 million dollar standby facility 
from which government could draw as needed. Parliamentary opposition 
spokesman on finance Dr Richard Haynes had told an April 10 public meeting 
that the 1983-1984 budget had not been presented by the end of the 
financial year, March 31, because "they (government) have a hell of a 
fight on their hands now with the International Monetary Fund in relation 
to a devaluation of the Barbados currency." But Mr Adams said last night 
that far from having any wrangle with the IMF, an official of the fund had 
2 weeks ago described Barbados' economic performance under the 20 months 
standby facility as commendable and encouraging. [Excerpt] [FL281600 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1511 GMT 28 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3298/1252 











COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


SOCIALIST FALANGE CALLS GOVERNMENT ‘INEFFICIENT ' 
PY260254 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 0000 GMT 26 Apr 83 


[Excerpts] Through a communique issued today the Bolivian Socialist Falange 
[FSB] states that at this critical moment the country requires a broad 

based national government [gobierno de empresa nacional] which will represent 
all the sectors of the nation. 


This point of view was made public through a communique which states that 
this political party supports national unity on those issues which we 
Bolivians advocate as well as in those which we struggle against. 


The communique then points out that a process of a participatory democracy 
cannot [word indistinct] and develop under the protection of foreign. Loans 
or foreign generosity, dollars, or surpluses of agricultural products do 

not represent democracy, they are a means of foreign intervention aimed at 


manipulating governments and subjugating peoples. 


The document continues to state that the government and the Democratic and 
Popular Unity have shown the country their lack of ability to adopt measures 
and make political decisions which will give the people a ray of hope to 
solve their serious problems such as the shortage of supplies and the loss 


of purchasing power. 


The document ends by warning the country that the government's inefficiency 
and its inability to govern is seriously compromising the democratic process, 
the republic's stability and security as well as internal peace which we, 
Bolivians, must defend. 


CSO: 3348/341 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


ARGENTINE AID FOR AGRICULTURE--Through its ambassador to Bolivia, 

Francisco Salinas, the Argentine Government has officially disclosed its 
decision to grant all necessary technical aid for Bolivia to achieve effec- 
tive development in the agricultural sector. He also disclosed that a 

$50 million credit line for Bolivia has just been opened by his government. 
[PY240333 La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 1100 GMT 23 Apr 83 PY | 


LEFTIST REVOLUTIONARY FRONT MAGAZINE--The Leftist Revolutionary Front has 
published the second issue of its official magazine PUEBLO, which is pub- 
lished every 2 weeks. The publication carries articles referring to the 
latest developments in the country. [La Paz Radio Illimani Network in 


Spanish 1100 GMT 21 Apr 83] 


IDB LOANS--The IDB reports that it approved three loans for Bolivia totalling 
$134 million during 1982. The IDB adds that the funds were allocated to 
finance an oil production and prospection project in the (Chaco Beni) plain 
in Santa Cruz Department. [La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 


1700 GMT 26 Apr 83 PY] 


FRG LOAN--The FRG Government will grant a DM 6-million loan (approximately 
$2.5 million) to the National Preinvestment Institute (INALPRE). The loan 
will be disbursed through the Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau to be used 
for basic industry preinvestment studies. [La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 


17 Apr 83 p 1 PY] 


CSO: 3348/341 


13 

















COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MALMIERCA DISCUSSES ROLE IN NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 
Havana CUBA SOCIALISTA in Spanish Apr 83 pp 12-15 


[Interview with Cuban Foreign Minister Isidoro Malmierca by Alberto 
Rubiera at the Foreign Ministry; date not specified] 


[Text] It is practically just hours before the 

chiefs of state or heads of government of the Movement 
of Nonaligned Countries meet for the seventh time 

in New Delhi. The Cuban Foreign Ministry, where 

people are always hard at work, is marked by especially 
intense activity. 


At the hub of this activity, logically, is the minister, 
Comrade Malmierca, but we are not surprised that 

when he receives us he gives us the impression that 

he has all the time in the world to answer our questions. 
We have known of his firm, serene and almost phlegmatic 
character since his boyhood, when he was one of 

the organizers of the Parliament of Youth, which 

brought together the country's progressive youth 
organizations to oppose the corruption of the Prio 
administration (1948-1952); or when he was one of 

the main figures in the Youth Movement for World 

Peace around the same time; or when, shortly thereafter, 
he headed up one of the youth organizations that 
struggled in the underground against the tyrant 

Batista. 


We realize, therefore, that we must not waste his 
time and have prepared a short questionnaire. Our 
first question is: 


[Question] The Seventh Summit Meeting of the Nonaligned Movement 
in India brings to a close Cuba's term as chairman of the organization. 
Do you feel that the decisions of the sixth summit have been carried 
out? What role has Cuba played in this? 


1h 











[Answer] The Nonaligned Movement has come to its Seventh Summit Conference 
more united than ever, more active than ever and with the loyalty 

to its principles and objectives that has characterized it over its 

more than 20 years of existence. 


I can state without hesitation that during the period in which Cuba 

has chaired the movement, we have worked zealously to implement the 
resolutions of the Sixth Summit Conference. Not only Cuba and its 
president, Comrade Fidel Castro, but also the overwhelming majority 

of the movement's member countries have done all they could to comply 
with the mandate of the Sixth Conference, and this has been accomplished. 


The imperialists predicted that the Sixth Summit would be a summit 

of division for the movement, but it bolstered the unity, teamwork 

and capacity for action of the nonaligned countries and represented 
a step forward in the role that the movement plays in international 
organizations. 


Comrade Fidel Castro chaired the movement in the midst of a virulent 
campaign by imperialism and international reaction to first sabotage 
the Havana conference and then to prevent its resolutions from being 


carried out. 


Cuba assumed the chairmanship of the movement at a complex and difficult 
international juncture exacerbated by mounting tensions over old and 
new trouble spots. 


Chairman Fidel Castro's performance earned the recognition of the 
movement's member countries, as they expressed at several meetings 
prior to the seventh summit. 


Cuba exerted its best efforts to see to it that the seventh summit 

was a success for the movement, to safeguard its unity at a time when 

it became evident that the conference could not be staged at the scheduled 
time and place, in other words, Bagdad in September 1982. Chairman 

Fidel Castro, afte1 wideranging consultations with the member countries, 
proposed holding the summit conference in India in early 1983. We 

should underscore the generosity of the Iraqi chief of state, President 
Saddam Husayn, and the major contribution of the Indian Government, 

led by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the next chairman of our movement, 
in accepting the enormous task of organizing the seventh conference 

on such short notice. This is tangible proof of the interest and 
devotion with which we have all looked after our movement's unity 

and capacity for action over these years. While the imperialist press 
agencies were speculating about the movement's uncertain future, our 
chiefs of state were seeking a way to preserve this unity, which is 

so important to all. 


The Nonaligned Movement has heightened its capacity to exert a positive 


influence in solving the world's main problems. The member countries 
have joined forces to denounce the policies of adventurism, provocation, 


15 




















nuclear rearmament, confrontation and arms buildup that the Reagan 
administration is pursuing. The movement has undertaken multiple 
activities to express its solidarity with the struggle of the peoples 
of southern Africa who are subjected to the domination and exploitation 
of apartheid; it has expressed its solidarity with the countries of 

the Front Line, the victims of the Pretoria regime's aggressions, 

as well as with the Palestinian people and the Arab peoples who are 

the victims of Zionist aggression and with the struggle of the peoples 
of Latin America for their liberation and for the defense of their 
independence and sovereignty. 





The struggle against the vestiges of colonial domination throughout 
the world, against neocolonialism and imperialism, against racism, 

including Zionism and apartheid, has been a banner of our movement 

and the focus of its activities within the various international 


organizations. 


[Question] Events have taken place in the world over these 3 years 
that have put the movement's effectiveness to the test. Do you feel 
that it has passed these tests? 


[Answer] Events have taken place over these 3 years that have put 

the movement's unity and capacity for action to the test, events such 

as the Zionist aggression against Lebanon and the siege of Beirut, 

the war to reestablish colonial domination over the Malvinas, the 

attempts by the racist South Africans, supported by American imperialism, 
to establish a neocolonial regime in Namibia, and the grave tensions 

in Central American caused by the aggressive policy of the U.S. Government 
and designed to maintain its neocolonial domination in the area, as 

well as its attempts to destroy the Nicaraguan revolution. 


All of these situations have put the movement's capacity for action 

to the test, and in each of them the movement has remained loyal to 

the principles and objectives. The nonaligned countries have strongly 

voiced their solidarity with SWAPO [South-West African People's Organization], 
the sole legitimate representative of the people of Namibia, and have 

on many occasions demanded the implementation of Security Council 

Resolution 435, which is the just foundation for the independence 


of Namibia. 


The movement organized a special ministerial meeting of its Coordination 
Bureau in Algiers in April 1981. At that meeting the movement drafted 

a plan of action to bolster solidarity with and assistance to the 
struggle of the Namibian people. The decision was made to call for 

a Security Council meeting to analyze the grave situation in southern 
Africa, a meeting that was attended by a considerable number of foreign 
ministers of the nonaligned countries. 


Regrettably, the council was unable to pass a resolution in this regard 


because of a veto by the United States, which has proclaimed that 
South Africa is its strategic ally on the continent. In the wake 
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of this failure, the nonaligned countries decided to call for a special 
session of the General Assembly to analyze the problem of Namibia's 
independence. The resolutions passed there, which were submitted 

by the nonaligned countries, strongly and clearly express the movement's 
support for the struggle of the Namibian people. 


More recently, the U.S. Government tried to tie the independence of 
Namibia to the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. In addition 

to constituting interference in Angola's internal affairs, this move 

was designed to indirectly achieve the objectives that the imperialists 
set for themselves when they unleashed South Africa's aggression against 
Angola in 1975 as it was becoming independent. The countries of the 
Front Line, the independent countries of Africa and the Nonaligned 
Movement have vigorously condemned this imperialist maneuver, as stated 
in the final documents of the movement's Plenary Ministerial Session 

in New Delhi in 1982 and in the final document of the Managua meeting. 


The movement has always felt that the problem of Palestine is at the 
core of the Middle East conflict and that there can be no just and 
lasting solution to the situation unless the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people are recognized, unless the PLO is recognized 
as their solelegitimate representative and unless they can exercise 
their right to have an independent state in Palestine. 


U.S. imperialism's policy of support for the expansionist plans of 

Israel, which it regards as its strategic ally in the region, showed 

its utmost contempt for international law and world public opinion 
during the barbarous aggression against Lebanon, the siege of Beirut, 

the savage bombing of west Beirut and the genocide perpetrated against 

the Palestinian and Lebanese people. The imperialists, through Israel, 
sought to annihilate the PLO even at the cost of total international 
condemnation of their actions. We must stress, first of all, that 

these actions did not achieve their objective due to the heroic and 
indomitable attitude of the Palestinian people, led by the PLO, in 

the defense of their national rights. But I should add that at a 

time when other regional and internationai organizations were paralyzed 

by the actions, pressures and maneuvers of the imperialists, the Nonaligned 
Movement resolutely and promptly voiced its condemnation of the aggression 
and its unqualified support for the cause of the Palestinian people, 
promoted acts of solidarity in international organizations and undertook 
efforts with the members of the Security Council to halt the Zionist- 
imperialist war machine and sensitize world public opinion. 


The value of these actions by the movement was acknowledged by the 
leaders of the Palestinian resistance and by Chairman Yasser Arafat. 


When the Anglo-American aggression against Argentina took place in 

a bid to restore colonial dominaticn over the Malvinas, the movement 
exerted major efforts to try to prevent the aggression and to find 

a peaceful negotiated settlement to the conflict. It made every effort 
to prevent a war that could have had untold consequences. 
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Unfortunately, ignoring the resolutions of the Security Council and 

the appeals of the movement's Coordination Bureau, the imperialists 

went ahead with their punitive expedition. The movement has reiterated 
with all its strength its support for the Argentine Republic's legitimate 
right to have its sovereignty over the Malvinas, South Georgia and 

South Sandwish islands restored. It has voiced its desire that the 
process be a negotiated one and has urged the United Kingdom to resume 
negotiations with the government of the Argentine Republic under the 
auspices of the secretary general of the United Nations. 


In this case, as in previous ones, the movement has remained faithful 
to its principles. 


The Ministerial Meeting of the Coordination Bureau in January 1983 

in Managua constituted tangible and irrefutable proof of the movement's 
faithfulness to its principles and objectives. The denunciation of 
American imperialism's intervention in Central America, the condemnation 
of the U.S. Government's attempt to portray the situation as an outgrowth 
of the so-called East-West confrontation, the solidarity that was 
expressed towards the people and government of Nicaragua, the support 
for the peace proposals put forth by Mexico and Venezuela and by Mexico 
and France, the acknowledgement that the situation in El Salvador 

can be settled only through negotiations among all of the country’s 
representative political forces (one of which, the FMLN-FDR [Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front-Revolutionary Democratic Front], has 
advanced constructive proposals in this regard) all of this demonstrates 
that the Nonaligned Movement has remained faithful to its principles, 
objectives and traditions. 


We could cite other major issues and situations that are of interest 

to the entire international community, such as the problems involved 

in the struggle against the arms race, nuclear weapons in particular; 

the struggle for disarmament, in which the nonaligned countries have 

played an outstanding role; the struggle for the establishment of 

a new international economic order and the launching of global negotiations. 
Further progress on all these problems has been impossible during 

the last few years because of imperialism's aggressive policy, a policy 

of negotiating from a position of strength that has led the world 

towards a resumption of the coid war. 


The Nonaligned Movement, however, has maintained a resolute stand 
in defense of the interests of its members, which are the interests 


of mankind. 


[Question] The imperialists and their lackeys are engaged in all 
sorts of maneuvers to shatter the unity of the movement and to vitiate 
its anti-imperialist orientation. How have these attacks manifested 
themselves during the period that is drawing to a close and how has 
the organization resisted them? Could you cite specific examples? 
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[Answer] The imperialist maneuvers to shatter the unity of the movement 
and to try and influence its orientation are nothing new. But they 

have intensified during the period drawing to a close, that is to 

say, the period during which Cuba chaired the movement. 


The first reason is that in light of the grave international situation 
stemming from imperialism's aggressive policy, the movement has struggled 
actively to assert in international relations the principles that 

have inspired it since its founding. That is to say, opposition to 

a cold war policy, to the division of the world into spheres of influence, 
to the use or threatened use of force in international relations, 

the struggle against racism and Zionism, support for the struggle 

of peoples to eradicate colonialism and against neocolonialism and 

foreign intervention in the internal affairs of states. 


Even in the cases in which it has not been possible to prevent imperialist — 
aggression, the movement has strongly condemned each instance of aggression 
and has mobilized .ts forces and world public opinion against these 
actions. The imperialists are therefore forced to take the Nonaligned 
Movement into serious consideration as a major independent force in 
international relations that opposes imperialist policies. It is 

for this reason that they resort to maneuvers and pressures to Cry 

and weaken the movement's capacity for action, to sow the seeds of 
divisiveness among its ranks, based on the fact that the movement 


has a heterogeneous makeup. 


The first imperialist maneuvers during this period were aimed at preventing 
the sixth summit from being held in Havana, and when they failed, 

they tried to limit the number and size of the delegations. In spite 

of this, the Sixth Summit Conference was attended by more delegations 

and chiefs of state than any of the movement's previous meetings. 


The imperialists tried to make a failure of the conference by taking 
advantage of two very complicated issues that it had to deal with: 

the representation of Kampuchea and condemnation of the signing of 

the Camp David Agreements. The analysis of these problems was complicated, 
but the chiefs of state found just solutions that were acceptable 


to the movement. 


In October 1981, a few days after the Nonaligned Movement held its 
Plenary Ministerial Meeting at the United Nations prior to the 36th 
session of the General Assembly, we witnessed one of the most brazen 
attempts to influence the stand of the movement and its member states 
when Mrs Kirkpatrick, the permanent U.S. representative to the UN, 

sent a letter to an appreciable number of representatives of the movement 
inviting them to disassociate themselves from the final communique 

of the meeting, more specifically those paragraphs in which we denounced 
the imperialist policies of the U.S. Government in different areas. 


This was a public act. 
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We can assert that the number of reservations expressed about those 
paragraphs after Mrs Kirkpatrick's letter came out was minimal and 
that this instance of meddling in the internal affairs of states was 
clearly repudiated by the movement's member countries. 


Some months later, the U.S. Senate passed the Moynihan Amendment to 

the 1982 foreign aid budget, under which the U.S. Government has tied 
its so-called aid to developing countries to the stands that they 

take towards U.S. policy in international organizations, the Nonaligned 
Movement in particular. 


This was one of the most brutal and flagrant attempts to use economic 
blackmail (foodstuffs) as a political weapon against the movement's 
member countries to try and alter their anti-imperialist nature. 


After this came the events in Lebanon, and we all know how the movement 
responded to that instance of imperialist aggression. 


The Plenary Ministerial Meeting then took place in New York in October 1982 
and after that the Special Ministerial Meeting in Managua in January 

1983, the results of which we have already discussed and at which 

the imperialists tried to exert influence by giving several delegations 

a document outlining the positions of the U.S. Government in the hope 

that they would be included in the final communique. 


All of these attempts to divide and paralyze the movement have failed 
because the imperialists do not realize that the motives, objectives 

and principles uniting the movement's member countries are vital to 

their existence as independent, sovereign states and that these interests 
are much stronger than any individual or short-term interest that any 

one of them might have. 


The movement represents a great deal to the member countries, it represents 
solidarity in the struggle to transform the existing unjust international 
relations, in the struggle to safeguard their independence and sovereignty, 
and the member countries cannot sacrifice this for some transient 


interest. 


[Question] Reactionaries of every stripe are trying to argue that 
Cuba is not a nonaligned country, citing as a pretext its fraternal 
ties with the Soviet Union and the rest of the socialist community. 
What can you tell us in this regard? 


[Answer] The U.S. Government has been conducting and is conduct ing 

a campaign in which it is making use of the power that it wields through 
its control of the transnational news agencies, first to try and weaken 
the prestige that Cuba has acquired internationally because of its 
consistent foreign policy. Another goal of the campaign is to detract 
from the validity of the resolutions that the movement has adopted 
condemning U.S. policy. The U.S. Government and the transnational 
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new agencies have tried to present a completely twisted picture of 
reality. They have said and still say that Cuba has endeavored to 
align the movement with the positions of the Soviet Union and that 
Cuba has imposed decisions on the movement that are not compatible 
with its original principles. This is a big fallacy. 


It is inconceivable that a country or even a group of countries could 
impose a policy of action on the movement or could force the chiefs 

of state of the member countries or their foreign ministers to accept 
documents with which they did not agree. In a way this shows a deep 

lack of respect for the chiefs of state of the movement's member countries. 


They neglect to mention that neither the meetings in India nor the 
Ministerial Meeting in Delhi in 1981 nor the special meetings of the 
Coordination Bureau in Algiers, Nicosia and Nicaragua were chaired 

by Cuba, nor did Cuba chair the Drafting Committees at those meetings. 
India, Nigeria, Algeria, Cyprus, Nicaragua and Uganda were the countries 
who had that responsibility and who determined whether there was or 

was not a consensus on the final documents of those meetings. 


The Cuban delegation has served as an officer at those gatherings 

and as acting president of the movement, but the roster of officers 
has always consisted of delegations reflecting the movement's heterogeneity, 
and not one of those documents, which are the ones that bother the 
imperialists the most, has ever been objected to by any member country 
of the movement, nor has any protest ever been submitted about how 

the meetings were conducted. This also applies to the meetings that 
Cuba chaired, both in New York and in Havana. 

This is a campaign that has been developed to confuse world public 
opinion. The governments of the movement's member countries are fully 
aware of this. The imperialist news agencies have never made public 
the final documents of the movement's meetings. 


As far as Cuba's status as a nonaligned country is concerned, it is 
questioned only, and with evil intentions, by the United States Government 
and a few governments that echo it outside the movement. It is not 
questioned in the movement, where our country has worked tirelessly 

to defend its unity, its capacity for action and its principles. 

Cuba is not part of any military pact conceived within the context 

of the cold war, and the only military base on its territory is there 
against the will of the Cuban Government and people, the naval base 

on Guantanamo Bay that the U.S. Government illegally maintains. 


[Question] How do you view the future of the Nonaligned Movement 
under the chairmanship of India? 


[Answer] We view the movement's future with optimism, because the 
movement arose, developed and heightened its influence in response 

to a vital need of the developing countries, of the peoples struggling 
to obtain their liberation or to safeguard their independence and 


sovereignty. 
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The objectives and the needs that unite the nonaligned countries are 
much stronger and more important than the minor problems that at times 
divide us, most of which are caused or aggravated by imperialism. 


During the time that Cuba has served as chairman of the movement , 

it has had to deal with very complicated situations on the international 
scene, and in these situations the movement has demonstrated its strength, 
its unity and its capacity for action, and we are convinced that these 
qualities will continue to manifest themselves in the future. 


Cuba has strived to maintaiu ihe unity of the movement, its capacity 
for action and its faithfulness to the principles on which it is based 
and to the objectives that it is pursuing. We have worked tirelessly 
in this regard, but it would have been impossible to overcome all 

of the obstacles that arose had this not been the deep-seated desire 
of tie countries that make up the movement. 





India is a charter member of the movement, a country that is active 

in the struggle for the principles and unity of the movement since 

its creation, a country that attaches great value to the existence 

and role of the movement. We therefore hope that under its chairmanship, 
under the chairmanship of the prime minister of India, Her Excellency 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, the movement will continue to play the increasingly 
important role that it deserves in international relations. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 





CHARLES PAINTS BRIGHT ECONOMIC FUTURE 
FL282021 Bridgetown CANA in English 1817 GMT 28 Apr 83 


[Text] Roseau, Dominica, April 28, CANA--Prime Minister Eugenia Charles has 
said that the economic situation in Dominica is improving, with more jobs 
having been created than the number lost in the two-and-a-half years she 


had been in power. 


"The banks are lending money now and even lending for housing, something 
they have not done in the past,” she said. 


"I think things are looking up. Things are not as bad as some people want 
to put it,” she told a news conference last night. 


Miss Charles said that although she did not have figures to show the decrease 
in unemployment "we have created more jobs than have been lost since we have 


been there." 


She added: "There is no doubt at all that things are harder, but then things 
are harder throughout the world. You can't expect Dominica to be isolated 

in that respect." She said she believed that when a proposed multi-million 
dollar road rehabilitation project for the island gets fully underway govern- 
ment will further reduce the unemployment level here, which according to 
official figures now stands at 15 percent. 


Miss Charles said that the government had no intention of renegotiating a 
loan with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) after the present agreement 


expires later this year. 
"I don't think we must kill the country with debt," she said. 


Dominica entered a 37 million (EC) dollar (1 EC dollar ; 37 cents U.S.) loan 
agreement with the IMF almost three years ago, in order to keep the country 


afloat. 


Miss Charles said that the drop in the value of the British pound has resulted 
in a severe setback to the economy, adding: "It has helped to make things 
much worse for us.” 


Bananas, which account for 70 percent of Dominica's foreign exchange earnings, 
are sold on the United Kingdom market. 


Miss Charles also spoke of the industrial climate. She said: "I think the 
climate is good,” because there had always been dialogue between her government 


and the trade unions. 


CSO: 3298/1253 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


WHITEMAN URGES PREPARATION FOR U.S. ‘AGGRESSION' 
FL281115 St Georges Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 28 Apr 83 


[Speech by Unison Whiteman, Grenadian minister of external affairs, at 
the conclusion of the Jeremiah Richardson Defense of the Homeland Maneuvers 
in St Georges] 


[Text] Comrade Chairman, Comrades, Commander in Chief, leaders of our party 
and government, members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Grenada, brothers 
and sisters all: Are you afraid of cowboy Reagan? [People shout: No!] That 
was a little weak there. It looked like some of you are afraid. Are you 
afraid of cowboy Reagan? [People shout: No!] Are you ready to tackle 
Reagan? [People shout: Yes!] Are you prepared to defend your homeland, 
brothers and sisters? [People shout: Yes!] 


For 4 years now, for 4 years now the people of Grenada, the working people 

of Grenada have been busy building our society. And today all that we have 
built and all that we are building--our schools, our factories, our hospitals, 
all that we are building--one man in Washington is threatening to destroy. 


Brothers and sisters, but we know that with the same enerey that you the 
people of Grenada have built what you have built, that you're _— as equally 
‘prepared to defend what we have built in Grenada. 


Comrades, over the past few weeks, as the comrade chairman has said, I have 
visited several parts of North America and Western Europe and today I am 
pleased to tell you that the Grenadians overseas are solid as a rock in 
their support of the people's revolution of Grenada. Everywhere I went, the 
Grenadians are firm in their support and in fact many of them have called 

me aside and have said to me: Do you want me to come down and join the 
people's militia? In other words, I can tell you that just as the people 

of Grenada are firm in the defense of our revolutionary process, our 
nationals overseas are equally firm in their support of the Grenada revolu- 


tion. 


But I wish to tell you brothers and sisters, I wish to tell you brothers and 
sisters that the peace-loving people all over the length and breadth of 
North America are in sympathy with the Grenada revolution. In every city 
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I visited, whether it was Toronto or Montreal or Washington or New York, 
the people of the United States are getting to see the (?leash) between 
Reagan's policies at home and Reagan's policies overseas. Because just 

as Reagan is putting pressure on the working people of the United States, 
in the same way, he's putting pressure on all the progressive leaders that 
are catering to the interests of the working people. 


I wish to tell you (?comrades) as a matter of fact that the Reagan regime 

is getting isolated in the United States today. In fact they are not even 
calling him [as heard] a government anymore. Many people in the United States 
have started to refer to the junta in Washington. They are seeing him as 
someone who is protecting just a few (?moral) interests just like the juntas 
in several countries--antidemocratic countries--in the world. 


Brothers and sisters, what I really wish to draw your attention to tonight 

is the lesson I have drawn .rom a country that I visited only a few weeks ago. 
And that is the revolutionary country of Vietnam. I visited Vietnam only a 
few weeks ago and while I was there I was taken to see many different parts, 
many different villages of Vietnam. And I was very moved to have learned 

how the people went about their struggle for years against Yankee imperialism. 
Everywhere I went the people told me that while the United States Government 
had B-52 planes, all they had, all the people of Vietnam had, was a rifle and 
a bowl of rice. Everywhere I went they told me that they did not even have 
meat to go with the rice, all they had was a rifle and a bowl of rice. 


But once more, poor people said that even though they did not have the wealth 
that the United States had, that they had that spirit that carried them on; 
they had that just and noble cause; they had that spirit of patriotism that 
propelled then forward. And it is for this reason and this reason alone that 
they were able to defeat the United States. 


And in fact they gave me the story of the final days when the United States 
fled, and they told me that the United States fled Vietnam with so much fear 
that there was a stampede to get on the planes. And while some of the 
Yankees were jumping on the planes others were trying to mash their feet to 
stop them from getting on the planes because they did not want to slow down 
the speed at which they were being... [changes thought] at which they were 
fleeing under the revolutionary power that was advancing against them. 


And therefore, comrades, finally I wish to urge you to continue to prepare 

in the full knowledge that while we do not know precisely when U.S. imperial- 
ism will strike, what we do know is that sooner or later they will attempt 

an aggression against our people. And therefore we urge you to continue to 
build your militia, continue to build your armed forces, continue to pre- 
pare, because there is no cause more just than the cause of defending your 
revolution and of defending your fatherland. 


Long life the fighting people of Grenada! [People shout: Long Live] Forward 
ever! [People shout: backward never] Forward ever! [People shout: Backward 
never] Forward ever! [People shout: Backward never] All power and glory 


to the working people. [Applause] 


CSO: 3298/1254 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


U.S. BLAMED FOR TENSION--(Alfred John Batiste), president of the Caribbean 
Teacher's Union, said in St Georges, Grenada, that the U.S. Government is 
exclusively responsible for current international tensions. Speaking at 

the 22d Grenada Teachers Union convention that ended yesterday in 

St Andrews, the teachers leader said that the threats that hang over 
humankind today are due to the irrational attempts by U.S. leaders to 

replace the policy of detente with one of confrontation. The Caribbean 
Teachers Union has its headquarters in St Lucia. The organization represents 
the teachers union of the area's various English-speaking countries. [Text] 
[PA241255 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 23 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3248/715 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


LAWYERS PROPOSE LEGAL, GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES 
Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 19 Mar 83 pp 4,74 


[Text/ Two lawyers attending Guatemala's eleventh legal congress, now in 
session in the city of Antigua, have called for a true separation of powers 
to preclude the hegemony of the executive over the other two branches. 


The call for reform was signed by attorneys Ramiro de Leon Carpio and 
Telesforo Guerra Cahn. 


Their proposal, which is to be discussed and put to the vote today, reads 
as follows: 


Part I: Critical study of the current regime. 


We propose that during the first phase, a critical study of the current 
de-factro system be developed from a strictly legal point of view to point 
out legislative errors of interpretation and application, in addition to the 
institutional errors that have been created, and errors in procedural laws 
governing such institutions, so as to bring them to the government's 
attention for correction. We believe such a study and the legal correction 
of errors committed to date, are appropriate, because a government like 
ours, precisely because it was not legally constituted, having its origins 
in a coup d'etat, and because it does not have a constitutional outluok, 
must shore itself up and reinforce its legal scaffolding in order to achieve 
the maximum legal formality that was missing at its birth. The government 
can acquire this in the course of its growth and development until it 
becomes a true democracy by means of an authentic legal regime. 


Part II: Basic outlines for the establishment of the rule of law. 


The second part of our proposal we state that, in view of the announced 

fully democratic opening, we should set up legal mechanisms to achieve a 
restructuring of our entire political, economic, social and juridical system 
so as to legitimize the acts of our public officials and guarantee the human 
dignity and lives of all Guatemalans. [In developing this topic, one should 
arrive at specific conclusions containing the basic technical, legal, and 
practical outlines that will facilitate and insure our progress toward an 
Authentic Legal Regime. We propose development of the following concepts of 
dynamic and operative recourse: judicial protection of constitutional rights, 
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habeas corpus, and constitutionality; human rights courts; formation of 
the constitutuent assembly; reparations by the state for abuses and 
injuries committed by its agents, leaving to one side the personal 
liability of government employees and their effective prosecution. 


Part III: Foundations and structures for a new pclitical constitution. 


In this third part we propose development of the following foundations 


and structures 

1) The new constitution should be adapted to the social, economic, and 
cultural reality of our country. 

2) It should be flexible. 

3) It should be concise. 

4) It should attentuate the presidentialist nature of our system and 


guarantee separation of powers. 


Our reasons for proposing the foregoing ideas as the broad foundations of a 
new political constitution.are, briefly and concisely, as follows: 


As far as adaptation to our social, economic, and cultural reality goes, the 
constitutional history of Guatemala has shown us that our previous 
constitutions, full of beautiful and decorative norms and constitutional 
principles have been worthless when they were totally out of tune with our 
national reality; that they have been purely lyrical exercises, having 
failed to win respect or compliance, and that the majority of the Guatemalan 
people was not even aware cf them. We should thus not even think of issuing 
ancther constitution like those that have failed to respond to our reality. 
To promulgate such a constitution once again would lead us into the same 
failures as before, but never to an Authentic Legal Regime. 


With regard to the flexibility of the new constitution, we believe it would 
prevent the constitution from constantly being violated through political 
phenomena and coups that periodically happen in our country; in this way 
the state's constitutional framework would remain unaltered and would not 


be subject to such phenomena. 


We have called for conciseness mainly because we believe that brevity of 
norms and principles would put the constitution within reach of all 
Guatemalans so they may be familiar with and in compliance with it. This 
takes into account the high percentage of illiteracy (more than two-thirds of 
the total population) and the fact that more than one-third of the population 
does not speak the officialllegal language--that is, Spanish. 


Conciseness could be achieved as follows: 


a) The organic part of the constitution would set out the basic outlines of 
the state's organization and its institutions, but the development and 
regulation of these norms would be contained in ordinary laws: 


b) The dogmatic part of the constitution would set out the basic principles 
and guarantees of individual and social rights, but not in the detailed 
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and even casuistic form that has been the custom, since the details would 
be left to regulation by ordinary laws issued by the corresponding 
legislative authority. Such principles and guarantees would be based on 
the protection and guarantee of mandatory respect for human rights. 


The concept that leads us to call for attenuation of the presidentialist 
character of our constitutional system is the fact that history has shown 
us how nefarious this feature has been in the last few years of our 
constitutional life. In order to achieve this attentuation, we propose: 


a) That we establish a real basis for separation of powers, in order to 
prevent the ongoing interference and hegemony which we have constantly seen 
the executive exercise over the other two branches of powers of the state. 


b) That some of the executive's nominating functions be transferred to the 
other two branches, to reduce the power and influence which the executive 
has always exercised through the decentralized agencies, such as the 
comptroller's office, the public prosecutor's office, etc. 


9839 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


PUBLIC WORKS, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS COMPLETED 
Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 12 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text/ Cne hundred forty eight public works projects costing 1,624,915 
quetzals and benefitting 140,857 people, were concluded and delivered to 
date by the office of community development, which is under the office of 


the presidency. 


This works program includes rural schools, cural aqueducts, agricultural/ 
livestock installations, local roads, latrines, community halls, bridges, 
sports courts, drainage projects, and other installations. The general 
report on such works was recently delivered to the Council of State by the 
latter's director general, Colonel Reynaldo Castillo Hernandez. 


Construction included 37 rural schools, at a cost of 180,365 quetzals; 25 
rural aqueducts, at 403,825 quetzals; 6 agricultural/livestock facilities at 
54,000 quetzals; 10 local roads, at 206,000 quetzals; 6 bridges, at 131,365 
quetzals; 34 latrine projects, at 95,255 quetzals; 8 community halls, at 
113,664 quetzals; and 22 miscellaneous projects, at 78,536 quetzals. 


Training for 117,443 Individuals 


Within its general training program, Community Development managed to train 
a total of 117,443 individuals. 


These programs are divided into community training (community organizing, 
adult education, home economics, agronomy, medical hygiene, and crafts); 
training at vocational centers; community organizations at the village level 
(farmers, housewives, craftsmen, cooperatives, committees, health groups, 
athletic clubs, and educational groups for adults); institutional training 
courses and others; technical assistance; and supervisory programs and 


meetings. 


The five training centers gmduated 264 students trained in stone masonry, 
carpentry, woodworking, tailoring, textiles, shoemaking, pottery, ironworking, 
dressmaking, silversmithy, and rug-making. Some 2,050 courses were taught, in 
which 115,351 individuals participated, and from which 629,714 individuals 
benefitted. In addition, 1,896 persons, mostly public servants, attended 314 


meetings. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


SECURITY CHIEF INDICATES RELATIONS WITH NICARAGUA ‘AT LEAST ACCEPTABLE’ 
[PA120107 Tegucigalpa Voz de Honduras Network in Spanish 1145 GMT 11 Apr 83 


[Interview with Col Danial Bali Castillo, commander of the Public Security 
Forces, in San Pedro Sula; no date given--recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Colonel, we would like your opinion about the visit 
made by two U.S. congressmen to our country to talk about missing persons 
and other such things. 


[Answer] Well, you know that this is an eminently democratic country, with 
a constitutional government. I feel that we have nothing to hide from any 

individual, any citizen of another country--particularly from the 

U.S. Congress--who comes to visit, or anyone who may be looking for infor- 

mation, especially about the problem of the Balsamo crime. 


Therefore, they have every right. Our borders are those of an independent 

and sovereign country. They can come. I think there is nothing wrong with 
that, because they are actually coming to see the true reality of what our 

constitutional government is like. 


[Question] How about the events on the border, specifically that the 
Nicaraguan Government has transferred war materiel to its border with 


Honduras? 


[Answer] Well, you know that our country, through the Foreign Ministry, has 
denounced to the other countries of the world the things that the Sandinists 
ave trying to accomplish by aggressive means and the many threats that they 
make against Honduras, because frankly this is not a demonstration... [changes 
thought] it is a measure that they are taking by moving troops and war 
materiel, and this undoubtedly imperils all our inhabitants who reside in 

the border area. I believe that we have no choice but to denounce to the 
entire world these acts of aggression, these offenses that are being committed 


against our people. 


[Question] Did the U.S. congressmen and Mr White, the former ambassador 
to El Salvador, receive an explanation about what is occurring in the 
southem area? 








[Answer] Indeed, it was reported that they already met with the president 
of the republic. It is necessary to demonstrate these things to them. Let 
them come to see the truth. I believe it is advantageous for people from 
the United States to come and learn the truth. 


[Question] Colonel, would you say that the relations between Honduras and 
Nicaragua are cordial? 


[Answer] Well, so far, I believe that dialogue is being sought, an overall 
Central American solution is being sought and, logically, we have relations 
with Nicaragua that are, if not cordial, at least acceptzble. 


[Question] Colonel, Radio 15 September said that we are [words indistinct]. 
What can you say in this regard? 


[Answer] Well, you are already familiar with the situation that is existing 
internally with the anti-Sandinist groups. It is their own people who have 
turned against the Sandinists. We believe that the Sandinists revolution 
has failed to keep its promises, and now the entire world is aware of 

status of the Sandinists, of their change in doctrine, their warlike plans, 
their subversive terrorist revolution. Therefore, I believe that their own 
people have lost patience. In previous days, they overturned the government 
of General Somoza, and they will now try to restore democracy. 


[Question] Colonel, again on the congressmen and the Balsamo case, do you 
think it will affect the aid that the United States is giving to our country? 


[Answer] Well, as human beings we sincerely regret the events, because the 
Honduran family is in mourning; but I believe that in this case the police, 
as can be seen very clearly, have brought the suspects into the courts. 
[sentence as heard]. Logically, this somewhat mars our country’s image, but 
I believe that it is necessary to demonstrate to the entire world that if 
these things happen, our laws exist to resolve such cases. Of course, 

we hope that this will not affect the aid that will be granted to our 


country. 


[Question] “Colonel, on the events in the southern area, where a guerrilla 
hideout was found, have any guerrillas been arrested? 


[Answer] The fact is that you know that the constitutional mission of the 
security guards is to safeguard our sovereignty, so of course we pursue such 
individuals, because we are the targets of continuous action by those 
subversives. Now, they not only export their revolution, but also use our 
territory for supply lines, as supply corridors. Of course they want to 
subvert and destabilize this democratic government. 


[Question] About the refugees [words indistinct ]? 


[Answer] Well, about the refugees, you know that this is causing more prob- 
lems for our government. Logically, as we have signed treaties with other 
countries ... [changes thought] and as human beings, our borders are open 
and this, of course, causes more problems for us, because our economic 
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situation is very limited and this causes more problems. However, I believe 
that there is an office that takes care of them, and the aid is being 
arranged through these channels. I believe that so far we have always--as 
a humane, democratic country--done all that is humanly possible to try 

and help those families that are here as refugees. 


[Question] Colonel, about the refugees, what about other countries like 
Mexico, which have said that they are prepared to help those refugees to 
lighten the load a little bit for Honduras? 


[Answer] Well, as you know, the fact is that countries with more economic 
power than ours very often offer aid; but at this point, no country has 
wanted to help us or receive the refugees. That is a problem that logically, 
as I said previously, helps to increase our economic and social problems. 


[Question] Could you tell us what those refugees cost the state? 


[Answer] I honestly do not know the figures. I believe that they would 
have to be obtained from the office that is in charge. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


TRADE TREATY WITH GUATEMALA EXTENDED 1 YEAR 
PA121946 Tegucigalpa Voz de Honduras in Spanish 1145 GMT 12 Apr 83 


[Text] Economy and Commerce Secretary Gustavo Alfaro has announced that 
the bilateral trade agreement between Honduras and Guatemala has been 
extended. Here is an interview with Gustavo Alfaro by (Jose Domingo Flores): 


[Begin recording] [Question] How are the talks going to achieve the exten- 
sion of the bilateral trade agreement with Guatemala? 


[Answer] On Saturday night we signed a document extending the bilateral 
treaty for a year. We have solved the problems pending between the two 
countries. Guatemala will have to continue co pay the tariffs established 
in Decree No 1454 which is a measure that is applied on all imports from 
any country of the world. We have included more products on the trade list 
which were of interest to Honduras such as refined and unrefined African 
palm oil, refined and unrefined almond oil, palm oil butter, palm oil soap 
and other products whose inclusion had been especially requested by the 
agrarian reform cooperatives, particularly (COAPALMA) [expension unknown]. 


[Question] What is the trade situation with Guatemala? 


[Answer] The 1982 figures indicate that we imported products worth some 

121 million lempiras while we exported products worth 55 million lempiras. 
Therefore, we have a considerable trade deficit. We also must add that 

the 55 million lempiras in exports to Guatemala are products that fall under 
the bilateral trade treaty while 40 percent of the imports from Guatemala 

are not covered by the bilateral treaty. Instead, they are raw materials 

and semimanufactured products that regardless of whether there is a bilateral 
treaty we must buy from Guatemala or some other country. 


[Flores] Secretary Alfaro announced yesterday that a new schedule for the 
sale of fuel to the public will go into effect on 15 April. Alfaro said that 
the sale of gasoline and diesel in the gasoline stations will be cut 2 hours. 
They will be sold from 0600 to 1900. He also said that effective 15 April, 
an undersecretary of domestic economy will take office. Im this way, the 
activities of Leticia Matay will be divided since beginning on 15 April she 
will only be in charge of foreign trade affairs. [end recording] 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


SUAZO CORDOVA ON CONTADORA GROUP EFFORTS 
PA191515 Tegucigalpa Cadena Audio Video in Spanish 2045 GMT 18 Apr 83 


[Interview with President Roberto Suazo Cordova by Gustavo R. Rubi) in 
the presidential office in the city of La Paz; no date given--recorded ] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Doctor, the Suazo Cordova policy to internationalize 
peace [4-second break in transmission] we know that Central America is 

going now through one of its worst crisis and that the Nicaraguan Government 
constantly accuses Honduras of supporting an invasion of that country. 

What do you think about this? 


[Answer] You remember that when my daughter was released, a UPI corres- 
pondent was in the presidential office and asked me about an alleged 
Honduran invasion on Nicaraguan territory. I told him that such reports 
are part of an international misinformation campaign to make us seem to be 
aggressors. September and October went by. Then the same misinformation 
media said that President Reagan was coming to Honduras to order the 
invasion. December, January, February and March went by. We are already 
in April and the whole year will go by and the Honduran Army will never 

go to the sister republic of Nicaragua. Of course the officers and soldiers 
of our national army will guard our national sovereignty and integrity. 
They have specific instructions from the president of the republic, who is 
also commanding general of the arme. forces, that we are not going to let 
any country damage our national sovereignty and integrity. 


On 23 March 1982 Foreign Secretary Edgardo Paz Barnica presented our plan 
to internationalize peace at the OAS. On that occasion we condemned arms- 
buildup programs and arms trafficking. We spoke of the need to open our 
ports and airports so that an international commission could supervise 

the arms of all the Central American armies as well as foreign advisors in 
the area. We don't have as large a number--thousands and thousands--of 
advisers, as Nicaragua. We are quiet and calm but we are ready to defend 
our national sovereignty and territorial integrity. Therefore, I ask 

the Honduran people to stay quiet but also united so that this unity between 
the people, the government and the armed forces will be like a wall against 
which any attempt to public order will crash since international communism 
has decreed subversion for Central America. 
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[Question] One last question, we know you are a very busy man: It has been 
said that the Contadora Group has proposed to you a meeting in either 
Panama, Colombia or Venezuela to discuss Central American matters. Another 
question is: Some U.S. senators who came here have said that they met with 
you and that there was no common point of view since they claim that human 
rights are being violated in Honduras. 


[Answer] First of all, I want to tell you that the honorable foreign 
ministers of Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela--Sepulveda, Amado, 
Lloreda Caicedo and Zambrano--were in my office last week. They only came 
to tell me about the viewroints of the other Central American government 
leaders. We told the ministers of our position, whic: is the position we 
have always expressed and maintained: The Central American problem is not 
bilateral but regional and general. 


The word bilateral has been manipulated [3-second break in transmission] good 
faith since last year, Honduran Army officers met with officers of the 
Sandinist Army in the La Fraternidad customs post and, later, Honduran Army 
Commander Col Ruben Humberto Montoya spoke in Corinto with his counterpart 
from the sister republic of Nicaragua. Last year it was agreed that there 
would be a meeting (?in Tela) between the Honduran Navy commander and members 
of the Nicaraguan Navy, but so far the meeting has not taken place. 


We have alwiys been open to a dialogue, but we have always held our position 
and we wiil continue to hold it: The problem of Honduras is not bilateral. 
We have three borders. We have refugee problems with Guatemala, El Salvador 
and Nicaragua. I hope that the Central American problem will be solved 


peacefully. 


This week, possibly tomorrow, the foreign secretary will go to Panama to meet 
with the Contadora foreign ministers and he will state our position. 


Regarding the visit of some congressmen--I believe this is what you asked-- 
who came to criticize our country, I would ask those congressmen to go to 
Afghanistan, to countries under communism where human rights are violated. 
I have not seen them protesting those human rights violations. 


We are very cordial and we receive foreigners visiting us. However, we ask 
them to respect our sovereignty and the Honduran people's viewpoint. Despite 
the serious economic crisis and subversion in Central America, we--the 
people, the government and the armed forces--are making efforts to safeguard 
peace and calm in Honduras, our beloved homeland. 


We have already said it: We are men who love this country and wish the best 
for this country and we are not going to tolerate bad Hondurans and 
foreigners coming here to sow unrest among the people through acts of 
terrorism which you know have occurred in this country. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


ANTI-SANDINIST SUPPORT DENIED--Argentine ambassador to Honduras Hector Saenz 
Ballesteros has said that, contrary to the Sandinist Junta's assertion, his 
government is not providing military support to the anti-Sandinist groups 
that are currently fighting Nicaragua's Marxist government. The Argentine 
diplomat said that the Managua government's accusations were entirely false. 
"My government does not lend any type of cooperation to the groups that 
have risen in arms in Nicaragua," he stated. The ambassador stressed that 
it is completely false that there are Argentine eae oneg 4 advisers in 
Honduras giving technical assistance to that country's armed forces. 

Saenz Ballesteros indicated that "this is another lie made up by the groups 
that are trying to destabilize the region's democratic governments." The 
diplomat also said that his government has been following the problems 

of the Central American area with interest and concern, trusting that a 
peaceful solution will be found. [Text] [PA161713 Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA 

in Spanish 15 Apr 83 p 14] 


CREDITS TO AGRICULTURAL BANK--Tegucigalpa--The National Bank of Agricultural 
Development [Banco Nacional de Desarrollo Agricola--BANADESA] will soon 
receive two credits that will amount to $65 million (130 million lempiras) 
from the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank to reinforce 
programs for small producers. These funds will also be used to build a 
regional bank in Tocoa and to train personnel to work in government programs 
and other rural activities. [PA231803 San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 

22 Apr 83 p 3 PA] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 





MANLEY BLAMES SEAGA GOVERNMENT FOR ECONOMIC ILLS 
FL252013 Bridgetown CANA in English 1940 GMT 25 Apr 83 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, April 25 (CANA)--Opposition leader Michael Manley, 
blaming the free enterprise policies of the Edward Seaga administration for 
Jamaica's present economic ills, has said his socialist People's National 
Party (PNP) would have to demand sacrifices from the people should it win 
power in the next general election, constitutionally due in 1985. 


Speaking to supporters in the Parish of Westmoreland, the former prime 
minister made it clear that a PNP administration could not promise an easy 
life, but one based on self-reliance to check the island's problems. Manley 
lost power to Prime Minister Seaga's Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) in the 
October 1980 general election. 


Manley, in an obvious reference to the massive aid inflows from the 

United States since the Seaga administration came to power, declared: "The 
mission of the PNP is not to promise outside salvation, but to try to 
mobilise the people to their own salvation. 


"This will mean greater sacrifice and discipline, and if this discipline 
is adopted at the work place, the country could be transformed in five years." 


A recent opinion poll here showed that 44 per cent of Jamaicans felt that 
conditions had deteriorated under the JLP while those who felt things had 
improved, had dropped to 32 per cent from 53 per cent in May 1982. 


Manley's party was in the popular support lead with 41 per cent against 
38 per cent for the JLP. 


Manley said unemployment in April last year was at 27 percent, a percentage 
point higher than when he left office in October 1980, and he felt that the 


situation had worsened. 


Calling on the government to release the latest figures, he declared: 
"Unemployment is worse than it ever was. 











"The small farmer is no better off and his production and wealth fell by 
15 percent after six months of JLP leadership. Small businesses are also 
failing." 


He said that the Seaga government had borrowed heavily but had done little 
that was constructive with the money. 


In an attack on the liberal import policy that has been encouraged by the 
administration, Mr Manley said: "It is the duty of any government to make 
sure that the basic needs of people are met, but in importing luxury items, 
the government is killing the small farmers." 


He also criticised the government for allowing the closure of Jamaica 
DAILY NEWS, which was last week put into receivership by the Jamaica 


Commodity Trading Company (JCTC). He said a way had to be found to save 
the paper. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


NEW SI PERMANENT COMMITTEE--Kingston, Jamaica, April 29, CANA--The leader 

of Jamaica's official opposition People's National Party (PNP), Michael Manley, 
is to chair a new permanent committee within Socialist International (SI) 
which will review world economic conditions and make recommendations for 
appropriate inter-action between developed and developing countries, the 

PNP said today. The PNP said the former prime minister, who is a vice- 
president of S.I., was elected during the organisation's triennial con- 
ference in Portugal earlier this month. Socialist International is a grouping 
of about 70 socialist and social democratic parties throughout the world. 

The S.1.'s "Permanent Economic Planning and Review Committee" is a Manley 
brainchild, growing out of his argument in 1981 that the group lacked a 
consistent concept of international economic development, including the 
special position of Third World states. Manley had suggested that socialist 
parties, particularly when in government, should interact with each other 

on economic strategies beneficial to the peoples of the developing and 
developed world. Following his suggestions, separate committees were formed 
within S.I. to look at economic problems in the developed states and 

the Third World from a socialist perspective. [Text] [FL292151 Bridgetown 

CANA in English 2124 GMT 29 Apr 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER ON DEBT, OIL PURCHASES 
PA200206 Mexico City NOVEDADES in Spanish 16 Apr 83 pp 1, 14 


[Article by Isaac Villalba] 


[Excerpts] Spanish Foreign Minister Fernando Moran declared here yesterday 
that the Mexican debt of approximately $240 million with his country has 
been renegotiated and that Spain will continue buying from us 20 percent of 
the oil Spain consumes, maintaining its position as Mexico's second-largest 
customer for oil. 


The statement was made during a news conference at Los Pinos following a 
40-minute meeting with President de la Madrid, in which he told the chief 
of state that King Juan Carlos would like him to visit Spain. 


Asked his opinion about the installation of missiles in Europe, he said that 
the Geneva meetings between the USSR and the United States have already 
entered their fourth round, and that according to reports they are not 
progressing. 


"If this is true, and if the United States and its allies should proceed at 
the end of November to deploy the Pershing and Cruise missiles, it could 
trigger a serious international crisis," he said. 


He explained that he and the chief of state discussed international problems 
in general and the Central American crisis in particular. 


The Spanish official said President de la Madrid had briefed him on the 
initiatives of the Contadora Group foreign ministers, and added that they had 
"agreed on the need for solutions that will preserve peace, and that these 
solutions must be of a Latin American and regional nature." 


To Strengthen Relations 


He was also asked about the recent presence of the British fleet at Gibraltar 
and in the Atlantic, to which he replied that these incidents caused dis- 
pleasure and difficulties at the international civil aviation organization, 
which supported Spain because the Bitish naval maneuvers headed by the 
destroyer [as published] Invincible caused difficulties to Spain's air 


transportation. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 





ALFONSO ROBELO CRITICIZES FSLN AT DINNER 
PA200406 Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 16 Apr 83 p 2 
[Article by Blanche Petrich and Rene Delgado] 


[Excerpts] A statement by Eden Pastora, the former Commander Cero of the 
Nicaraguan revolution, should have been read yesterday at the Foreign 
Correspondents Club. Alfonso Robelo, a Nicaraguan businessman and former 
member of the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction but now 
opposed to it, should have read Pastora's statement supposedly written in 
the mountains of Nicaragua, but he did not. Robelo did not show up for the 


news conference. 


The night before, Robelo, former manager of the Bank of America in Nicaragua, 
attended a dinner offered in a residential district in this capital, which 
was also attended by this reporter. Robelo criticized the FSLN in front of 
the guests for having "usurped" the revolution, while adding that if neces- 
sary his organization would "resort to the use of force," even including 
war, to rescue the Nicaraguan revolution and restore it to its origins. 


Robelo admitted that he agrees not with the Sandinist ideology but with 
that of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, and he added that his movement seeks to re- 
turn to the beginning of the revolution to have a mixed economy, political 
and ideological pluralism, and nonalignment with any of "the empires." 


Robelo, who calls himself a revolutionary, said that the Democratic 
Revolutionary Alliance, ARDE, wants a political solution for Nicaragua, but 
he added that they will not give up if a political solution is not possible. 
"Tf necessary," he added, "we will resort to the use of force. I have a 
broad meaning for force: strikes, stoppages, protests, rebellions and 


even war." 
--Even an alliance with Somozism? 


--No, we are never going to form an alliance with Somozism. We do not want 
to return to the past. We fought against it, and we are never going to form 
an alliance with them. 
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Then he talked about the need for Nicaragua to maintain its position as a 
nonaligned country--"anti-imperialism is something more than anti- 

United States"--and, when asked about his relations with U.S. congressmen, 
Robelo said: 


"The note regarding relations with the liberal Democratic wing of the 

U.S. Congress is being exaggerated. We have friendship and ties with some 
of them, but we do not have their protection in any way. We have also been 
in touch with the Socialist International and with democrats of various 
groups throughout the world, but we are not the proteges of the liberal 


wing." 


He denied that they are benefiting from the struggle of the Somozists and 
mercenaries, and said that these are taking advantage of the "FSLN's 

big mistakes," which he said were destroying the national unity that 
overthrew Anastasio Somoza, and creating a class hatred that has virtually 
led to class warfare. 


--If class hatred was promoted and you were going to participate in that 
Situation, with what class would you side? 


--We fundamentally represent the aspirations of the middle class. Look, the 
bourgeoisie is disintegrating and extremely radical; the middle class, which 


is more identified with the revolution and the peasants, is the class that 
I feel gives us the most support. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEX ICO 


CACIQJES ACCUSED OF ABUSES FOR RELIGIOUS REASONS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 12 Mar 83 p 6-D 


[Article by Miguel Gonzalez A,/ 


[Text7 San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, 11 Mar--Some 800 small farmers 
from the municipalities of Chamula and Chalchihuitan marched this morning 
from the offices of the State Secretariat of Indian Affairs to the office of 
the municipal president of that city to protest the expulsion of about 6,000 
families from the region by caciques who are against their Pentecostal/ 


Presbyterian religion. 


The demonstrators gave both offices a copy of a letter sent to Governor 
Absalon Castellanos Dominguez, asking him to order an investigation into 

why the caciques, headed by Mariano Lopez Calixto, Mateo Santis Guman and 
Salvador Diaz Gomez, have taken away their land, persecuted them and throw 
them out of the area for not going along with the customs of getting drunk, 
murder and passing judgment on union members, things that their religion does 


not permit. 


Andres Gomez Lopez, Manuel Ruiz Gomez and Manuel Diaz Lopez, leaders of the 
peasants, pointed out that they had previously talked with the former gover- 
nor, Juan Sabines Gutierrez, to try to solve the problem. They indicated 
that the former state leader promised them that he would intervene to ensure 
respect for their customs and a return of their land. However, he never ful- 
filled his promise and he abandoned them completely. They reported that the 
caciques make them buy their alcoholic beverages and fine them if they do 

not comply with the religious customs in the area. They added that 6,000 
families, although they were living in shacks, were stripped of 150 hectares 


of cropland. 


The local deputy for the Chamula district, Arturo Morales Urioste, said that 
precautionary steps should be taken and a committee should be set up to look 
into the problems of Chamula and Chalchihuitan municipalities, because the 
native farmers in the region have formed a Committee to Defend Those Threa- 
tened, Persecuted and Expelled from the two communities, and they could 
create a conflict of greater consequences. 
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MEX ICO 


NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUES DISCUSSED BY COMMANDERS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 13 Mar 83 p 27-A 


[Article by Jesus M. Lozano/ 


[Text] Yesterday Defense Secretary Juan Arevalo Gardoqui closed the second 
meeting of commanders of military zones where papers on national security 
were presented. 


Although the meetings were private, it was reported that subjects of an 
administrative and operational nature were discussed. 


The Secretariat's expenditure budget was examined. Several items of the 


budget will be cut, especially equipment purchases, since as General 
Arevalo Gardoqui himself announced, no war material will be acquired this 
year, and instead full advantage will be taken of the resources the 


country currently has. 


We know that available resources are sufficient to safeguard our national 
sovereignty. In other words, the security of the country is guaranteed, 
according to statements by the defense head. 


The meeting was opened the day before yesterday by President Miguel de la 
Madrid. 


Yesterday each of the 35 commanders of military zones gave his own view 
on how the problems of each region should be resolved. 


(Photo capt iog/ 


The work of the second meeting of commanders of military zones ended yester- 
day. At the head table were Generals Vinicio Santoyo Feria, Miguel Mendoza 
Marquez, Antonio Riviello Bazan, Marco Antonio Guerrero Mendoza, Juan Arevalo 
Gardoqui, secretary of National Defense, Jose Moguel Cal y Major, Alonso 
Aguirre Ramos and Jesus Castaneda Gutierrez. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEX ICO 


LEFTIST ELECTORAL PLANS FOR BAJA CALIFORNIA NORTE 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 13 Mar 83 pp 4-A, 22-A 
[From "Political Fronts" column, by Humberto Aranda/ 


[Text] Leftist parties and groups this year are trying to find common 
ground to make Baja California Norte into a "leftist Mexican laboratory," 
by forming a coalition that will participate in the elections for governor and 


local deputies. 


Heberto Castilo, president of the Mexican Workers’ Party /PMI/ and currently 
on tour for that group, and local leaders of the PSUM, the PRT, the People's 
Revolutionary Movement and the Marxist Workers’ League made this report 


yesterday. 


The leader of the PMT believed that a unification platform could be based on 
a number of points, such as rejection of the policy of indebtedness to the 
International Monetary Fund, rejection of the recently decreed liberation 

of prices, and a rejection of the cutbacks in government spending, which 
entail a reduction in government services and higher unemployment. 


The candidates whom the Left agrees to put forward, he added, could use 
these subjects as the themes for their campaigns. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


EDUCATION MINISTER TO CUBA--Jesus Reyes Heroles, secretary of public educa- 
tion, today traveled to Cuba to sign a new science and culture agreement 
with that country's government. The Mexico-Cuba bilateral agreement has 
been expanded in several aspects in order to fortify exchanges in that area. 
[Text] [FL210240 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 2305 GMT 20 Apr 83] 


YOUTH LEADER CONDEMS U.S.--(Rudecindo Letelier) has said in Mexico City that 
the Socialist International will increase its political actions in support 

of the Sandinist Revolution. (Letelier), secretary general of the Latin 
American international union of socialist youth, said that none of the member 
organizations is supporting the counterrevolutionary faction headed by 

Eden Pastora and Alfonso Robelo. On the contrary, (Letelier) stressed, we 
condemn the destabilizing maneuvers promoted by U.S. imperialism against 

the Sandinist revolutionary process. [Text] [PA242120 Havana International 
Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 24 Apr 83] 


INDUSTRIAL COINVESTMENTS WITH SPAIN--Mexico City, 21 Apr (NOTIMEX)--Spain's 
Secretary of Commerce Luis de Valazco [as received] today asserted that 
Spanish-Mexican coinvestments in the fields of naval and automotive 
industries will begin shortly. Interviewed at the conclusion of a visit 

to the ruins of the pre-Columbian Mexico located in the capital's center, 
the Spanish Government official told reporters that the future of bilateral 
trade between Mexico and Spain is good at the present time. He indicated 
that Spain is Mexico's second oil market and that his country will continue 
to purchase Mexican hydrocarbons during the rest of the year. He said Spain 
is seeking closer trade relations with Latin America. Luis de Valazco stated 
that Mexico occupies a preferential position for investments by Spanish 
consortiums and enterprises. However, he noted, the Spanish investors are 
waiting for the Mexican Government to redirect the country's economy on a 
more solid foundation. Finally, he announced that Spain's Foreign Bank will 
soon grant a $150-million line of credit to Mexico's Foreign Trade Bank. 
[Text] [FL221342 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0337 GMT 22 Apr 83] 
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DELEGATION IN CSSR--Prague, 28 Apr (NOTIMEX)--Mexican Deputy Humberto Lugo 
Gil stated here today that his country and Czechoslovakia are sharing in 

the struggle for peace and disarmament and that they repudiate the policy 

of violence and confrontation. Lugo Gil heads a delegation of Mexican 
deputies and senators who are visiting Prague. The delegation has been re- 
ceived by Alois Indra, chairman of Czechoslovakia's Federal Assembly, who 
stated that the visit lays an important basis for the future development 

of relations between the two countries. Lugo Gil, president of the Chamber 
of Deputies of the Mexican Congress, opined that the two nations have 

similar experiences in the history of struggling for freedom and national 
independence. Another member of the delegation, Deputy Luis Danton Rodriguez, 
president of the Foreign Relations Commission of the Mexican Chamber of 
Deputies, said in an interview published by the Czechoslovak press agency CTK 
that Mexico shares many opinions and points of view of the Czechoslovakia. 

We are convinced that the socialist countries do not seek confrontation but 
that they are making efforts toward peace, and that their military power is 
exclusively intended for defense. He also referred to the situation in 
Central America and confirmed the position of his country that it is necessary 
to solve the problems of the region through negotiations which respect the 
national rights and sovereignty of the various countries. [Text] [FL291545 
Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0205 GMT 29 Apr 83] 


SECOFIN ALLOWS PRICE INCREASES--The Secretariat of Commerce and Industrial 
Development announced that a price of 68 pesos for a kilogram of eggs would be 
"tolerated," and at the same time it reported that the cost of wheat flour 
would increase by 20 percent. Up to yesterday, the official price for eggs 
was 62.50 pesos a kilogram. The official spokesman of the secretariat in 
the State of Mexico made this report. The reason why an unofficial increase 
in the cost of eggs will be "tolerated" is that this price is being allowed 
in Mexico City, whereas in other parts of the state its price fluctuates 
between 62.5 and 68 pesos; a higher sales price, however, is not permitted. 
Moreover, an increase in the price of standard, semi-fine, fine and extra- 
fine wheat flour was authorized at 20 percent. Thus a kilo package of stan- 
dard quality wheat is 24 pesos, semi-fine is 24.50, fine is 25 and extra- 
fine is 25.50. Two-kilo packages of flour cost 47.50, 48, 49 and 50 pesos 
for the four types. /Text/ (Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 18 Mar 83 
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PRICES HALT COAHUILA CONSTRUCTION--Torreon, Coahuila, 14 Mar--The already 
scanty public and private investments in the construction industry were 
totally paralyzed with the increase in the price of steel, according to 
Juan Arizpe Uribe, advisor of the National Chamber of the Construction 
Industry. Because of previous price hikes in construction materials, 
government and private investment had already declined by 50 percent. And 
now this new hike threatens to paralyze all projects, he reported. Finally, 
he indicated that cement production was reduced by 50 percent as well and 
that unemployment would further increase nationally. /fText/ (Mexico City 
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GUATEMALAN SOLDIERS CROSS BORDER--Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, 14 March-- 
Soldiers from the Guatemalan Army again violated Mexican sovereignty last 
March 6th when they entered the refugee camp located on the Flor de 

Cacao ejido and burned about 100 huts. This report was made by the president 
of the farm's agrarian committee, Domingo Gomez Mendez, when, along with two 
other farmers, he went to the offices of the Joint Agrarian Commission in 
that city to apply for an extension of the community. Gomez Mendez, the 
representative of the Flor de Cacao ejidos of the municipality of Ocosingo, 
said that the kaibiles (soldiers) first asked the refugees to return to 
Guatemala, and then began destroying their homes. He did not specify the 
time at which the Guatemalan soldiers entered the camps or whether there 
were any victims in the fire. [Text7 [Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 

15 Mar 83 p 4/7 9805 
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